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Welcome to the Town of Fort Mill’s Accommodations Tax (ATAX) Grant Program. This guide will help you understand the grant program and guide you in completing the application. 
GRANT PROGRAM OVERVIEW


Through the Accommodations Tax (ATAX) Grant Program, the Town of Fort Mill makes grant funds available to non- profit organizations and government agencies to enhance the tourism industry with an emphasis on overnight accommodations in the Town of Fort Mill. The funds come from the state accommodations tax (ATAX), the mandatory 2% charge applied to accommodations.
Projects and activities such as events, festivals, arts and cultural tourism, historical attractions/events, conferences, conventions and others may receive funding through the program. 
The Fort Mill Accommodations Tax Committee reviews the applications and makes recommendations to Town Council on the distribution of ATAX funds.
Grant Cycle – Applications are typically due in June; award notifications are made in September. Funds are awarded for use during the fiscal year beginning October 1 and ending September 30.
Funding – This is a reimbursable grant with a 75-25 match. Total eligible expenses are reimbursed at 75% up to the amount approved by Town Council. 

Eligibility Guidelines

As required by State Statute, organizations and/or projects to be funded by ATax Funds must have their primary mission the attraction of tourists to the Town of Fort Mill.  Each funding proposal will be reviewed individually to determine the potential impact it will have on the Town’s tourism efforts.

The Town of Fort Mill encourages projects which “leverage” A-Tax funds as “matching” or “challenge” grants and/or which stimulate or add to the financial support contributed to the project by private and commercial/industry purposes.  The Committee will not generally consider applications that contemplate using anu portion of the A-Tax fund to retire debt or to cover previously incurred expenses or operating losses.

· The project or event must take place between October 1, 2025, and September 30, 2026. 
· This grant program operates on a reimbursement basis.
· Requests for reimbursement are made following the completion of the project (event) or at one or more times during the year (year-round project).
· Complete documentation of each expense including proof of payment is required for reimbursement.
· Marketing and advertising should target audiences outside a 50-mile radius of Fort Mill.
· The grant cannot be used to fund items that will be sold. (t-shirts, etc.)
· Brochures and other print pieces should include the statement: “Funding assistance provided by the Fort Mill Accommodations Tax Grant Program.” Promotional items should include “Fort Mill, SC.”

Ineligible Projects - The Town of Fort Mill will not consider funding projects or activities that contain any of the following criteria:
2. Programs or activities that do not address state, regional and national tourist audiences.
3. Programs or activities that do not promote tourism.
4. Projects whose sole purpose is the solicitation of funds for donation to non-tourism related activities.
5. Other projects as determined ineligible by the Tourism Committee and/or the Fort Mill Town Council.

Definitions
· Qualified Expenses: A qualified expense (or eligible expense) is one of the 8 tourism-related expenses as allowed by SC Code of Law and listed in the application.
· Tourism Attendance: The total number of attendees from outside a 50-mile radius of Fort Mill.
· Tourism Percentage: Number of attendees from outside a 50-mile radius of Fort Mill divided by total attendance.

QUALIFIED EXPENSE CATEGORIES: Per SC Code of Law Title 6, Chapter 4 Allocation of Accommodations Tax Revenues, the following are expenses that may be reimbursed through the Fort Mill ATAX Grant Program:
1. Advertising and promotion of tourism so as to develop and increase tourist attendance through the generation of publicity;
2. Promotion of the arts and cultural events;
3. Construction, maintenance, operation of facilities for civic and cultural activities including construction and maintenance of access and other nearby road and utilities for the facilities;
4. Criminal justice system, law enforcement, fire protection, solid waste collection, and health facilities when required to serve tourists and tourist facilities *based on the percentage of costs directly attributed to tourists;
5. Public facilities such as restrooms, dressing rooms, parks and parking lots;
6. Tourist shuttle transportation;
7. Control and repair of waterfront erosion, including beach renourishment;
8. Operating visitor information centers

SC Accommodations Tax
In South Carolina, the state accommodations tax (ATAX) is a mandatory 2% charge applied to all accommodations statewide. The definition of accommodations is broad and includes hotels, motels, campgrounds, and other lodging. The SC Department of Revenue collects these dollars and distributes them back to the cities and counties where they were collected.
State law is very specific about how cities and counties can spend state ATAX revenue. A portion of the funds, based on a formula, is allocated to a special fund used for tourism-related expenditures. A local advisory committee makes recommendations as to how the special fund is used. By state law, the advisory committee must consist of seven members, with a majority being selected from the hospitality industry of the municipality or county receiving the revenue. At least two of the hospitality industry members must be from the lodging industry. One member must represent the cultural organizations of the municipality receiving the revenue.
The advisory committee submits written recommendations to the municipal council at least once annually regarding the expenditure of state ATAX tax proceeds. The municipal council may accept, reject, or modify these recommendations. The council must submit an annual report detailing use of the state ATAX tax proceeds to the state.
(Additional information in the SC Code of Law: Title 6, Chapter 4 Allocation of Accommodations Tax Revenues https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t06c004.php)
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